
Administration 

To Parents and Guardians, 

School physicals for the 2021-22 school year will take place on Monday, May 3rd.  The physicals 
will be at Legend Buttes Health Services in Crawford.  Transportation will be provided from 
Harrison to Crawford and back.  Physicals are required for students participating in activities 
which include students who will be entering grades 6th-12th.  Packets with physical forms, NSAA 
consent forms and immunization information will be sent out in April.  Please fill out and sign 
the physical form.  If your child will be competing in any activity 6th-12th you will need to fill out 
the NSAA consent form for each eligible child.  If you receive an immunization form please fill it 
out and send it with your child.  The schedule for the day is as follows: 

May 3rd 

The bus will leave at 7:30am from the high school with all current 5th-11th graders.  The bus will 
stay down in Crawford and 6 students at a time will be allowed in the clinic.  Once everyone has 
completed their physicals, we will return to Harrison.  Physicals are also required for students 
entering kindergarten.  The clinic will perform physicals on incoming kindergarteners on May 
3rd between 8am and 12pm.  Parents are responsible for transporting their kindergarteners.  
The physicals for all students will be free of charge on May 3rd only.   If your child can not make 
it on the 3rd you will have to pay for a physical.  If you have any questions, please call me at 668-
2415. 

Sincerely, 

Barry Swisher 
Principal/AD 
Sioux County Schools 

Important Upcoming Dates 

April 24th – Prom 6:00pm 
April 29th – High School Banquet 5:00pm 
May 1st – Graduation 2:00pm 

There will be no COVID restrictions for these events.  If you are sick, please stay home.  Other 
than that, we plan on having these events in a normal atmosphere.   



Sioux County High School 
As the winter weather wrapped up (hopefully), the elementary and middle school PE classes were wrapping up their 

respective sports units. The elementary grades were working hard on improving their baseball skills while the middle school grades 
were able to participate in badminton and pickle ball class tournaments. At the high school level, the students are inching closer to 
their final certification test for their CPR class. 

The preschoolers will continue to work on their abilities to catch a ball with a baseball glove as their hand-eye coordination 
steadily improves. Grades 1-4 were able to work on a broader range of skills to improve their overall mastery of baseball. These 
classes worked on their batting, fielding, and pitching for 6 weeks. In order to provide students with the opportunity to transfer 
some of the skills they were working on to other sports, they also practiced their golf swings which have similar mechanics to a 
baseball swing but on a different movement plane. After they finished the baseball unit, Grades 1-4 participated in a measurement 
week during which they performed a variety of tests to measure their growth and progress in terms of height, wingspan, balance, 
flexibility, power, and strength. Now it is on to badminton! 

The middle schoolers participated in two class tournaments that used a round-robin-to-bracket format in order to 
maximize their playing opportunities. They started by picking their own teams, but then the members of the winning team of the 
first tournament became the team captains for the new tournament. Currently the students are playing a mix of whiffle ball and 
cricket games and the weather looks like we’ll be able to head outside to play these games very soon. 

The high school CPR class just finished with their training manuals and will be reviewing all the skills and emergency 
responses they’ve gone over this semester before their certification test in a couple of weeks. After that, the students will go 
through a stress management unit (always helpful for graduating seniors) before the end of the semester.  

Harrison Elementary 
I guess we are proving this year that March weather comes in like a lion and out like a…well not a lamb, but maybe more like a billy 
goat or something like that. With all of the craziness of calving, snow storms, and deadlines for contests, I think we are starting to 
get back to some semblance of normalcy. 

7th grade is reading “The Outsiders,” and it is the highlight of their day to follow this tale of tragedy and growing up in the midst of 
social class tensions. It is a good time to be studying the theme, “Getting Along,” reading paired texts highlighting the resilience of 
humanity and how people act and react to tensions in our world. They are also engaging in prewriting an argumentative essay on 
“Invasive Species.” I am very excited about this project, because they will also be engaging in creating a story map using ArcGIS 
software, thanks to ESRI and the State of Nebraska. We will be entering their maps in the statewide competition in May. 

 We are very busy right now getting our NHD projects ready for state. These students really stepped up to get their projects ready 
for districts, and were rewarded with 1st place finishes for both projects! They just finished up learning about the Punic Wars and the 
Rise of the Roman Empire, the class prepared and preformed a readers theater about Hannibal and Scipio for the 5/6 grade room. 
We are moving into daily life, the “Caesars” and spread of the Roman Empire.  

In math, we have been reviewing 2 step equations, inequalities, and solving proportions, while engaging in new learning about how 
to find surface area and volume of 3D shapes. Most recently, the kids figured out how many 2 liter bottles of Coca-Cola it would take 
to fill a round 3 foot swimming pool. They used area of a circle, volume of a cylinder, and several conversions to solve the problem. 
They extended it by figuring out how much that little project would cost! 

In 6th/7th Science, we have just finished learning about multicellular systems, genetics and heredity, and have moved into the Earth’s 
air and water systems. We are looking forward to a couple of virtual field trips with Sanford Labs this next month. One is a tour of 
their water treatment facility, and the other is geology of the open cut in the mine in Lead, SD. 

We are always trying to get some time in for art every week, and the kids got their duck stamp pieces in just in the nick of time! They 
all worked very hard, and we had Baxter end up with a 2nd place finish!  

I can’t believe my time with these awesome kids is fast coming to a close. They have made an imprint on my heart that I will always 
carry with me!  



Pink Schoolhouse Elementary 
 

As the school year of 2020-21 winds down, we are busy wrapping up our units of study. We are excited for the 
prospect of warmer weather and helping brand, move cattle, and not wear muck boots.  

In science, third grade is studying how animals survive and thrive in their environment and what happens when 
their environment changes.  Fourth and fifth graders are studying renewable and nonrenewable resources and how they 
are used to produce energy. 

In Language Arts, the students are reading, “Orphan Train Riders: Kathleen’s Vision” as we continue our study of 
the Orphan Train and westward migration. Sarah Plain and Tall will be our next book. Our patience has paid off as we are 
now receiving lots of letters back from our ‘Great American Mail Race’. Thanks to those great teachers and their 
students across the US who took the time out of their busy day to help us learn about our country.   

In Social Studies, we are finishing up our units on mapping and delving into our Nebraska studies and western 
migration a little deeper.  Once a week we watch “Now You Know Nebraska”, a series of 174 one to two minute videos 
of interesting Nebraska facts that address a variety of topics from different time periods. They incorporate all regions of 
the state, and include a variety of cultures, ethnicities and races. These videos are created in part by Nebraska 
Humanities.  “Nebraska History” another Youtube documentary series is also a great resource for us. 

In Math, we are borrowing, multiplying, and dividing for the lower grade, and working with all kinds of fractions, 
percents, decimals, and ratios for the upper grades. For fun we are working on coordinate plane pictures.  

Now that nicer weather is peeking its head around the corner, we are enjoying playing at recess in our 
sweatshirts! We hope it continues! 

 
 

Chalk Butte 

The month of March seemed to fly by. It seems like just yesterday I wrote the March newsletter! It’s hard to 
believe that April is here and we have just six weeks of school left! We recently received a package from our Michigan 
pen pal, Mrs. Vajcner.  The students are always excited to get her packages.  This time it was filled with all kinds of 
March trinkets.  She sends us letters and packages filled with goodies throughout the year and all she asks for in return 
are letters from the kids.   

The lower room was full of activity as usual.  This month they learned about writing personal narratives.  They 
learned how to write an introduction, conclusion, and use transitional phrases throughout their writing.  I read lots of 
narratives about their lives that made me giggle, but writing to the prompt about a time they got in trouble had to be 
the best.  I think parents will get a kick out of these as well.  Also in March we celebrated Read Across America day, in 
honor of children’s author Dr. Seuss.  We participated in some fun reading activities and did a lot of extra reading.   

The upper room has had a very busy month as well. They finished reading The Whipping Boy and created family 
crests. They are learning about autobiographies and are each writing one.  In math, they are reviewing for state 
assessments as well as continuing to learn new concepts.  Third grade is working on solving different types of word 
problems and practicing writing number words by writing checks. Fourth grade is working on several different geometry 
concepts.  

In April we will be taking our spring MAP test as well as the Nebraska Statewide assessment.  We also hope to 
squeeze in a little fun and take a field trip.    
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Counselor Notes 
 

Juniors…attend this webinar to stay on track to college! 
Join free “College Planning for Juniors” webinar to learn about the admissions process, campus visits, college costs, types of financial 
aid, and how to find scholarships.  

Pick the date that works best for you and register today at EducationQuest.org.

Seniors…It’s decision time!   
Here’s how to make your final college decision.   
 
Compare your college acceptance letters, financial aid award notifications, and campus visit notes. List the pros and cons of each 
school using the following criteria: 

• Location – Is the college too close? If you come home every weekend, you won’t experience true campus life. Is the college 
too far away? If so, you may not make it home as often as you’d like.  

• Cost – Can your family afford the school? What can you expect for financial aid beyond your freshman year? Did you 
receive renewable scholarships? How much in student and parent loans will be needed to cover expenses?  

• Academic program – Which college offers the degree program that best fits your career interests? What happens if you 
change majors? Does the college offer other degree programs that interest you? 

• Student life – Does the school offer activities you will enjoy? If you plan to live on campus, do you like the housing 
arrangements? Will you have an opportunity to work on or near campus?   

 
Make your final decision by May 1 and then notify the colleges you’re rejecting so they can offer your spot, and financial aid, to 
another student. 

 
The Nebraska Rural Electric Association will host a Virtual Youth Experience “Connecting Rural Nebraska to Washington, D.C.” on 
June 9 – 11, 2021. Virtual sessions will be held from 9:00 a.m. –  11:00 a.m. (CT) on each day.   
 
We look forward to welcoming members of the Nebraska Congressional Delegation, U.S.  Representatives from Nebraska, Nebraska 
State Government, and the Nebraska Rural Electric Association team who will interact with the participants in an online format.   
 
Each participant will be required to submit a short introductory video (no more than two minutes) about themselves, their 
community, and the public power district or electric cooperative that is sponsoring them. These videos will need to be uploaded 
to the individuals’ YouTube page and the link sent to Wayne Price (wprice@nrea.org) at the NREA Office by May 21, 2021. 
 
 

April  “To Do” List 
 
Seniors 
___ Continue applying for scholarships. 
___ Make your final college decision. 
___ Start purchasing dorm essentials. 
___ Start looking for a summer job. 
 
Juniors 
___ Attend a College Planning for Juniors webinar. 
___ Register by April 8 for the May 8 SAT. 
___ Register by May 7 for the June 12 ACT. 
___ Start looking for scholarships at EducationQuest.org and Siouxcountyschools.org. 

 




