
Administration 
2020-21 School Year Motto: There’s no traffic on the extra mile. 

Illness Guidelines 
One of the more difficult decisions to make for school officials and parents, is trying to determine when 
to send a child to school or when to keep them home. We will use the following guidelines to determine 
if a child should be sent home from school or to stay at home when not feeling well. 

• If a child has a temperature of 99.5 or higher, please keep your child home until the fever
subsides. If a child has a high temperature at school, the teacher will call to have the child picked
up from school.

• If a child has a minor cough at school, the child will be given a mask to wear and will sit at least
six feet from other students as a precautionary measure. Some of the symptoms of COVID can
be a minor cough and running nose with an onset of a high temperature later.

As school officials, we rely on cooperation with parents when trying to determine if a child is too ill to be 
at school. 

Announcements and News on Twitter 
As we strive to improve communication, we now have a link to Twitter which can be accessed to learn of 
news and events. Please visit our website at: https://twitter.com/SCS_Warriors. You can also go directly to our 
home page and click on the Twitter link. https://www.siouxcountyschools.org. 

Event Attendance 
• Please stay home if you are sick!
• All winter indoor athletic events will have an attendance mandate unless instructed otherwise.
• All winter indoor athletic events will be restricted to 50% of the gym capacity.
• Players from both teams will be given tickets prior to the contest for admittance.  If you do not

have a ticket, you cannot attend.
• Face coverings will be required at all indoor games.
• To ensure social distancing we will have our bleachers marked off for home and visiting fans.

Inclement Weather Notice-Be on the Lookout 
The Superintendent of Schools is authorized by the Board of Education to close public schools or initiate 
late starts in case of severe weather. The superintendent will notify staff and local news media when the 
weather warrants such action. The information is regularly broadcast by radio stations KQSK 97.5 FM, 
KCSR 610 AM, KNEB 960 AM/FM and websites Chadrad.com and KNEB.com.  Families of children 
enrolled in Sioux County Schools will be notified via the One Call Now automated phone call system. 
Please accept calls from the One Call Now system identified by 877.698.3261. 
     If parents do not feel that the conditions are safe for travel, then they should make the decision to 
keep children home even if school is in session or call the school to have the children released for an 
early dismissal.  

Dr. Brett Gies, Superintendent Mr. Barry Swisher, Pk-12 Principal & AD 
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Chalk Butte 0 0 0 1 1 
HES Pk-8 0 4 0 10 14 
Pink School 0 0 0 0 0 
SCHS 9-12 0 3 1 6 9 

This chart represents the COVID-19 case count since October 2020 (when we received our first case) 
through January 28, 2021. 
The data includes staff and students who either tested positive or were identified as close contacts which 
requires quarantine. Persons cannot be counted positive and quarantined during the same time period. 
We will update the chart as the data changes. 

We currently have one (1) student or staff in quarantine. 

While we strive to remain mask free, there are times when masks will be mandated to keep students and 
staff out of quarantine. If students are wearing masks the impacts are minimal on the class. If students are 
not wearing masks, the health department then enacts the quarantine rule on students who were a close 
contact at which time the quarantine begins. 

When a student or staff tests positive, the Panhandle Public Health Department conducts their contact 
investigation by first contacting school administration. The contact investigator asks for the following 
information: 1. if masks were worn within the specified timeline, 2. the seating charts for all classes the 
infected person attends to determine if social distancing was enforced, 3. contact information for parents to 
inform them of keeping their child(ren) in quarantine for the specified length of time. 

There are currently three CDC recommended options for quarantine: 
1. If you have no symptoms of COVID after 14 days of testing positive, you may return to the
community on day 15.
2. If you have no symptoms of COVID after 10 days of being a close contact, you may return to the
community on day 11; monitoring for symptoms and wearing a mask in public through
day 14.
3. If you have no symptoms of COVID after 7 days, and a negative COVID test no sooner than on day 5,
you can return to the community on day 8; monitoring for symptoms and wearing   a mask in public
through day 14. Documentation must be submitted to PPHD at
https://nalhd.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_574FEzWFqAxdzd



How does the COVID vaccine work?
Messenger RNA (mRNA) vaccines are a type of
vaccine to protect against infectious diseases. To
trigger an immune response, many vaccines put a
weakened or inactivated germ into our bodies. mRNA
vaccines teach our cells how to make a protein-or
even a piece of a protein that triggers an immune
response inside our bodies. That immune response,
which produces antibodies, protects us from getting
infected if the real virus enters our bodies.

Why should I get vaccinated?
Vaccines have been described as PPE (Personal
Protective Equipment) on a molecular level. This is the
next phase in pandemic response.  Vaccines show
high efficacy – anywhere from 94-95% – and are how
we will get back to as close to normal life as possible.
Stay informed on critical vaccine developments and,
when they become eligible, determine whether the
COVID vaccine is right for you, your family, and your
loved ones.

What are the common side effects of the vaccine?
Common side effects are pain and swelling on the arm
where you got the shot, fever, chills, tiredness, and
headache. These minor side effects are simply your
immune system responding to the vaccine. If you have
had a severe reaction to previous vaccines, you are
encouraged to discuss it further with your healthcare
provider.

Common COVID vaccine myths debunked visit:
https://tinyurl.com/y7oz6q6d

T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  D O I N G  Y O U R  P A R T  W I T H  K I N D N E S S  A N D  G R A C E !

T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  D O I N G  Y O U R  P A R T  W I T H  K I N D N E S S  A N D  G R A C E !
T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  D O I N G  Y O U R  P A R T  W I T H  K I N D N E S S  A N D  G R A C E !

T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  D O I N G  Y O U R  P A R T  W I T H  K I N D N E S S  A N D  G R A C E !

We understand that some people may be nervous about the COVID
vaccines – this is totally reasonable. Fortunately, researchers have
been working on vaccines for the coronavirus family for years, so

they did not have to start from scratch.

COVID VACCINE SCIENCE & FACTS

Everyone has sacrificed so much this year to keep
our loved ones and community safe.  While we

know getting vaccinated isn’t always comfortable,
you can play a big role to support your community
by keeping yourself and your family up-to-date on

all vaccinations.

T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  D O I N G  Y O U R  P A R T  W I T H  K I N D N E S S  A N D  G R A C E !

Why is it important to still wear a
mask and social distance even if I
have received the vaccine?
Stopping a pandemic requires using all
the tools available. Vaccines work with
your immune system, so your body will
be ready to fight the virus if you are
exposed. Like masks and social
distancing, other steps help reduce your
chance of being exposed to the virus or
spreading it to others. Together, COVID
vaccination and following
recommendations to protect yourself and
others will offer the best protection from
COVID.

If you’ve had COVID…
You are still encouraged to get the
vaccine once you no longer have
symptoms and achieve recovery status.
It is estimated you have a 90-day natural
immunity after infection, so you could
delay getting the vaccine within this
timeframe if you so choose.

Sign up or help your family

and neighbors sign up today!

https://tinyurl.com/y47dwvhs

Current Target
75 and older

Registration is
now available
for people 18
and older.

COVID
Vaccination



Sioux County High School 

Sioux County Library 

“Reading is the core of personal and academic competency.”  “READING is the CORE of personal and 
ACADEMIC competency.” 

Parents:   let’s work together to drive that point home to our children.  However, this is difficult to do if there 
is an excess amount of screen time at home.  Help them to find a compatible book in which they can become 
genuinely interested.  Ask about that book, talk about their book.  Take time for discussion with your child 
about a book.   It is often started at school and should be continued at school….and at home.  You are 
interested in your student, be interested in what they are reading.  And of course, this day and age there are 
e-books if it is the screen to which your child is hooked.

School librarians help students search and explore independently for answers during research projects, help 
develop lifelong skills in independent reading, information literacy, critical thinking, and communication. It is 
truly a useful skill for academic purposes and personal enjoyment!  Parents can compliment this process. 

As well, school librarians use their knowledge of the variety of resources in order to build curiosity in what 
students read, view and hear, in order to explore new ideas, new points of view, and independently cultivate 
their own creative thinking.  Once again, it is the parents who can aid in this process. 

Remember the old adage:  It is important to learn something new every day.  If they begin to read for pleasure 
in early elementary, the textbook assigned in later school years will become an enjoyment as well.  

Harrison Elementary 
Wow! 2021 is already flying by!   This month, the elementary students took their Winter MAP tests. 

Students have been working really hard and the results are showing all their hard work. Each student is setting 
a goal for their Spring MAP tests and we cannot wait to see if they meet or surpass their goal.  

Third and fourth graders worked really hard the third nine weeks. Third graders read character, culture, 
and community stories. They learned how others lived and were able to make connections to their own lives.  
Fourth graders also learned about different cultures and how the cultures connected to nature. They read and 
researched Native Americans and compared their culture to other cultures.  

In Science, third and fourth graders learned the processes a scientist uses. They focused on Waves; 
where they developed a model of waves to describe patterns in terms of amplitude, and wavelength. They 
also discovered how waves can cause objects to move.   

In Math, third graders worked on 2D and 3D shapes. They are learning how to identify and describe 
polygons by their attributes; as well as learning how to find the volume of 3D shapes. Fourth graders worked 
on long division. They solved multistep division problems with and without remainders.  



Pink Schoolhouse Elementary 

Science in January for 3rd grade continued with the unit “Forces: Balanced and Unbalanced, Magnets and 
Electricity”.  Some activities included: “Static Levitation”, where we made a plastic bag float using a balloon.  “Magnetic 
Wonders”, was where we discovered what metals are attracted to magnets, and experimented with varies sizes and 
strengths of magnets. The 4th & 5th graders began their unit “Changes to Earth’s Surface” and are learning what factors 
shaped and continue to change our planet, focusing on water movement and the changes and damages it causes. Some 
activities included “Sugar Shake”, where we experimented with sugar cubes, rocks, and croutons to replicate rock 
weathering. “The Mighty Bean” replicated root wedging which demonstrates the process of rocks weathering. 

For Language Arts, the students read “Worth” as we began our study of westward migration and the Orphan 
Train. The students are continuing writing letters to all 50 states in their Great American Mail Race. We hope to start 
receiving letters back soon. 

In Social Studies, 5th grade finished up the last unit on World Wars and began to study maps, globes and graphs 
along with the 3rd and 4th graders.  Once a week we watch “Now You Know Nebraska” and “Liberty Kids” as we continue 
to learn about our state and the beginning of our country.  

In Math, we continue to learn about equations, fractions, decimals, percents, and graphs! 
We are happy to have Mrs. Munson back at our school one day a week as she shares her love of books with us, 

teaches us library and study skills, and the components of a good summary.  Also Ms. Woolsey comes one day a week to 
share her love of music with us. Students are learning to play the recorder and 5th grade is learning the flute.  The 
students really enjoy their time with the ‘Specials’ teachers, not only are they learning life-long skills but their positive 
attitudes and passion for their subjects are contagious.  

Chalk Butte 

Our time here at school seems to fly by.  It is hard to believe it’s already February!  January began with NWEA 
testing.  The kids worked very hard and we appreciate parents for keeping them well rested and prepared for the 
testing.  

In the lower room, we focused some of our learning this month on Black history.  We learned about several 
famous African American athletes and musicians through books and videos.  In science, the lower room learned about 
insects, which are the largest group of animals on Earth. They learned about the characteristics of insects, the life cycles, 
and how insects can be viewed as helpful and harmful.  We also celebrated the 100th day of school.  The kids 
participated in several different “100” themed activities.    

The upper room finished a science unit on energy.  The highlights of this unit included building roller coasters 
and creating car collisions. They finished the book Naya Nuki and they plan to make teepees as they close up the unit. 
Next, they will begin a study of the 50 states.  

In February we are looking forward to celebrating Valentine’s Day with a party.  Also, students will not have 
school February 12th and 15th.  
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9:00 AM

JH Boys Basketball @
Morrill PHC

10:00 AM

JH Boys Basketball vs.
St. Agnes

3:00 PM

JH Boys Basketball @
Minatare

1:00 PM

JV/V G&B Basketball vs.
Leyton

4:00 PM

JV/V G&B Basketball
@ Minatare

No School - Winter
Break

4:00 PM

JV/V G&B Basketball
vs. Crawford

4:30 PM

High School
Parent/Teacher
Conferences

No School - ESU #13
Teacher In-Service

Varsity Girls Basketball
@ Sub-District

Varsity Girls Basketball
@ Sub-District

Varsity Boys
Basketball @ Sub-
District

Varsity Boys
Basketball @ Sub-
District

Varsity Girls Basketball
District

Varsity Boys Basketball
District

1:30 PM

Early Dismissal -
Teacher Professional
Development 1:30pm

rexrodenbaugh
Cross-Out



Counselor Notes 
Ø Be sure to check the school website to find deadlines and links for all scholarships at

http://siouxcountyschools.org/.
Ø Getting financial aid for college involves more than completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid

(FAFSA). Complete each step of the process so that you don’t miss out on money for college.
1. If you haven’t already, complete your 2021-22 FAFSA at studentaid.gov using 2019 income tax data. Before you

start, you and a parent must each create a Student Aid account. If you need help with your FAFSA, contact
EducationQuest to set up a free virtual appointment.

2. Expect a Student Aid Report (SAR) via an email link. The SAR acknowledges that your FAFSA was received and lets you
know if you need to take further action before the form can be processed.

3. You might receive a verification notice from the college(s) you listed on your FAFSA requesting documents to verify
your FAFSA information. The college will not process your financial aid until you provide required documents.

4. Watch for financial aid award notifications. Once you’re accepted for admission to the colleges you listed on your
FAFSA, they will notify you of the types and amounts of financial aid they’re offering.

Watch your email and student portal carefully for important details about admission and financial aid. 

What you need to know about scholarships 
Most scholarships are based on academics, but others are based on community service, school involvement, or 
talent. Some are based on financial need as determined by the results of your FAFSA.  Here’s where to look for 
scholarships: 

1. ScholarshipQuest at EducationQuest.org houses over 2,000 Nebraska-based scholarships. After you
create a profile, you’ll be matched with scholarships that fit your criteria. You’ll also find links to national
sites that EducationQuest recommends.

2. Our School Websit. Visit regularly to check on local and national awards.

3. The college you plan to attend. Contact the school for a list of scholarships they provide and the application
procedures.

4. Other resources could include your coach, clubs and organizations, and your parents’ employers and civic
organizations.

Two easy-to-apply-for scholarships from EducationQuest 
Don’t miss out on these scholarships for Nebraska students in grades 9-12: 

1. Get Social Scholarship – By following EducationQuest on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, you can enter
into a drawing for a $500 scholarship each time we hit another 250 followers.

2. Scavenger Hunt Scholarship – To apply for this scholarship, create a ScholarshipQuest profile at
EducationQuest.org and then scavenge around the EducationQuest website to find answers to questions on a
survey. The deadline to apply is March 31. We’ll draw two winners from those who answer all questions
correctly.

Save the Date…Virtual College Fair is March 2-3 
EducationQuest will host a Virtual College Fair Tuesday, March 2 from 9:00 a.m.-noon and Wednesday, March 3 from 
5:00-8:00 p.m. During this event, you can chat with college representatives and watch live college-prep presentations. 
Watch for details! 

February “To Do” List 
Seniors: 

If you haven’t already, complete the FAFSA. 
Expect financial aid award notifications from the colleges you listed on your FAFSA. 
Apply for scholarships. 

Juniors: 
Start preparing for the ACT. 
Register by February 12 for the March 13 SAT. 
Register by March 12 for the April 17 ACT. 




