
Administration 
2020-21 School Year Motto: There’s no traffic on the extra mile. 

Grade Level Network Meetings 
Sioux County teachers are collaborating with the Educational Service Unit #13 and Highway 20 Schools to align the 
Nebraska Content Standards with instructional resources, classroom practices and assessments. This cooperative project 
will allow our teachers to partner with Highway 20 teachers to ensure our resources and instructional methods are 
aligned with what students need to know and be able to do for each unit, assessment or next level of instruction at each 
grade level. Teachers are finding the Grade Level Network meetings to be extremely valuable as they get to learn and 
share methods with other teachers rather than working in isolation. 
 
COVID 19 Update 
We were able to successfully complete the winter sports season without any interruptions due to the COVID 19 virus. 
We want to thank all our patrons and parents for their patience, understanding and cooperation as we worked through 
the ever changing regulations. This has been a challenging year with several frequent rule changes during the winter but 
we are happy to report none of our games were cancelled due to the virus and our teams experienced a complete 
season. 
 
The Fourth and Final Quarter of the 2020-21 School Year 
As the school year winds down, we want to thank everyone for the support given to us this year. This has been a year 
filled with ever changing messages due to the COVID 19 virus. We have been confronted with unprecedented challenges 
never imagined. Our parents have been extremely helpful and cooperative in supporting administration and teachers as 
we worked together to seek the best solution in keeping our schools open. By all of us working together our students 
have benefited the most which is how it should be. The decisions and practices we made with keeping our students first 
and foremost and what was best for them was at the forefront during the school year. Our option to keep students in 
school without offering an online hybrid option was the right decision. 
 
Drug Dog Search 
This past month the Lusk Police Department brought their dog to SCHS to search for illegal substances. We are pleased 
to announce the dog did not find any illegal substances in our students’ lockers, backpacks and vehicles. We are blessed 
to have really good kids! 
 
Spring Weather - Be on the Lookout, Be Careful Out There 
The Superintendent of Schools is authorized by the Board of Education to close public schools or initiate late starts in 
case of severe weather. The superintendent will notify staff and local news media when the weather warrants such 
action. The information is regularly broadcast by radio stations KQSK 97.5 FM, KCSR 610 AM, KNEB 960 AM/FM and 
websites Chadrad.com and KNEB.com.  Families of children enrolled in Sioux County Schools will be notified via the 
One Call Now automated phone call system. Please accept calls from the One Call Now system identified by 
877.698.3261. 
     If parents do not feel that the conditions are safe for travel, then they should make the decision to keep children 
home even if school is in session or call the school to have the children released for an early dismissal.  

Dr. Brett Gies, Superintendent                                     Mr. Barry Swisher, Pk-12 Principal & AD 
 

An AQuESTT “Excellent” Ranked School District 



SCHS Science  
It’s hard to believe that we are already at the end of February.  This has been a very busy year in the 
science room and will continue to be until May.  The seniors in Anatomy and Physiology helped organize 
a blood drive in November and we are getting the one March 5th ready to go.  The one in November 
filled up so fast that they gave us more slots to fill and we ended up filling those.  It was a great turn out 
and we are hoping to get even more for this one.   

The juniors are split between two classes this year, Chemistry and Environmental science.  My Chemistry 
students have been learning all about chemical bonds and how to identify the different types.  
Environmental science has been learning about how different ecosystems interact and the interactions 
within each as well.  In both classes we are doing John Baylor ACT Test prep to prepare them for their 
state ACT test at the end of March. 

The Biology class has been going over cell division and are about ready to start learning about genetics.  
We will be doing some prep for their pre-ACT test that is coming up as well.   

Lastly, we have the freshman in Physical science this year.  We recently finished up our Earth and Space 
units and we are starting to go through Newton’s Laws of Motion and our electricity unit.  With just over 
two months to go it’s going to be crazy time in the science room.   

         Mrs. Adams  

 

Sioux County Preschool 
 

Sioux County Schools offers a voluntary preschool program at Harrison Elementary designed for children 
who are four years old and will be entering kindergarten the following year.  If you live within the 
boundaries of any Sioux County attendance center, your child may attend preschool at Harrison 
Elementary provided space is available. To be eligible for preschool during the 2021-2022 school year, 
your child must be four years old by July 31, 2021.   

 

Preschool orientation will be held at Harrison Elementary during the third week of March for all eligible 
incoming preschoolers and their parents. If your child is going to be in kindergarten, but did not attend 
preschool, you are welcome to attend orientation.  This year orientation will be held on an individual 
basis.  To make sure we have your child’s name on our list or to schedule a time for orientation, you may 
reach me at Harrison Elementary at 668-2336.   

 

Marla Ellicott 

Harrison Elementary 

Preschool/Kindergarten Teacher 



Chalk Butte 

 Believe it or not, spring arrives March 20th.  So, as this is being written there is unofficially 
twenty-six days until SPRING!! Yeah! That sounds great but we then KNOW that we aren’t that far away 
from the end of the year reviews, and testing.   

 The upper room is reading The Whipping Boy. It is a story about a friendship that forms between 
a prince and his whipping boy, who was forced to take punishments for the prince. They have been 
learning about the six traits of writing.  They are using ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence 
fluency, and conventions to become better writers. They are also working on memorizing the 50 states. 
The lower room has been learning about the human body.  They can identify the skeletal, muscular, 
digestive, circulatory, and nervous systems. They also learned about the Presidents who have birthdays 
this month, Abraham Lincoln and George Washington. Their life stories were used to write informative 
paragraphs.  We are moving right along in math.  The students are learning things that range from basic 
addition to multiplying mixed numbers.  Some students are sizing up polygons, while others are 
measuring angles and learning about all the different kinds of triangles.   

 Parent-teacher conferences are right around the corner and we look forward to conferencing 
with you the week of March 8th.  Your child will lead you through a discussion of their work.  They will 
explain their progress, reflect on accomplishments, and share some goals that they have set.   

 Chalk Butte is very proud of Adrian Rodriguez for placing second in his grade at the Sioux County 
Spelling Bee and Ruby Smith for being 100% fluent in her multiplication facts through ten. Way to go! 

 

Pink Schoolhouse Elementary 
 

February 11th was our county Spelling Bee. Mayranie placed 1st in the 4th grade class and Hunter 
tied for 3rd place in the 3rd grade class.  Congratulations to everyone for trying their best and having a 
great day. 

Third grade finished up our Science unit “Forces: Balanced and Unbalanced, Magnets and 
Electricity”.  Our last activity was: “Invisible Forces”, where all the kids made a magnetic latch that would 
lock and unlock a door using a magnet.  We then began our next unit on “Life Cycles (plants and animals) 
and Inherited Traits.” We love anything about animals!  Fourth and fifth graders began their next unit on 
“Rocks and Fossils”, we learned how rock layers change and what fossils tell us about ancient 
environments. 

For Language Arts, the students read “Orphan Train Riders: Danny’s New Life” as we continued 
our study of westward migration and the Orphan Train. We are still waiting patiently on letters back 
from our ‘Great American Mail Race’.  We’ve received one from Washington state, but we fear COVID 
and online learning may not work in our favor for many more letters. 

We found time to sled during recess when the cold weather gave us a break. We never would’ve 
thought 10 degrees would feel so good!  

We also want to thank the county for opening up our driveway into the school. We greatly 
appreciate you.  
 



March 2021

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

 

   

 

 

 

End of 3rd Quarter8:00 AM

Start of Spring NSAA
Activities

Start of 4th Quarter Varsity Speech
Districts @ Crawford

No School - Spring
Break

3:30 PM

Elementary
Parent/Teacher
Conferences

PHC Quiz Bowl @
Hemingford

State Speech in
Kearney

Varsity Track @ Morrill1:30 PM

Early Dismissal -
Teacher Professional
Development 1:30pm

5:30 PM

FFA Labor Auction

PHC Music @
Edgemont

9:00 AM

Accuplacer Test
(Juniors, Seniors)

rexrodenbaugh
Cross-Out



Counselor Notes 
Virtual College Fair is March 2-3 -Attend the EducationQuest Virtual College Fair March 2-3 to visit with representatives from 
nearly 75 colleges and to hear from college-prep experts.  Register at eqf.org/collegefair. 
 

ü College reps will be available during these times, but you can visit college booths any time:  
Tuesday, March 2 from 9 a.m. - Noon CT  
Wednesday, March 3 from 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. CT 

ü Live presentations March 2 at 9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. will cover critical college-prep tasks for seniors and juniors.  
ü A presentation March 3 at 6:00 p.m. will provide answers to common questions about the FAFSA (Free Application for 

Federal Student Aid). 
ü For more details, visit EducationQuest.org. 

 
Be sure to check the school website to find deadlines and links for all scholarships at http://siouxcountyschools.org/. 
Wrapping up your senior year Seniors…stay on track to college by completing these second-semester tasks: 

• Complete the financial aid process. By now, you should have completed your FAFSA. If you haven’t, do so at 
studentaid.gov. If your college requests verification of your FAFSA information, submit required documents so that the 
school can award your financial aid. 

• Watch your student portal and email closely.  Once you’re accepted for admission, the colleges you listed on your FAFSA 
will notify you of the financial aid they’re offering. 

• Keep your grades up. If you get poor grades this semester, your college could revoke your admission. 
• Apply for scholarships. Check our school website for scholarships  See ScholarshipQuest at EducationQuest.org for 

Nebraska-based scholarships.  
• Make your final college selection. Notify the other colleges so they can take you off their mailing list. 
• Be aware of deadlines to accept financial aid and college admission offers, submit your housing deposit, and register for 

new-student orientation  
 

Juniors…it’s time to narrow your college choices.  
Narrow your college choices soon to prepare for these upcoming activities: 

o ACT Test. When you take the ACT this spring, you'll be asked to provide a list of colleges that should receive your score. 
o Completion of the FAFSA early next fall. You and your parents can complete the FAFSA beginning October 1 of your senior 

year. The colleges you list on the form will receive the results. 
College applications.  Early next fall, it will be time to apply to your top college choices.

 Campus visits will help you narrow your choices 
Spring break is a perfect time to visit schools that interest you. Find campus visit tips in the “Selecting a College” section 
at EducationQuest.org. 
These resources at EducationQuest.org will also help with your college search: 

• “Nebraska College Costs” breaks down costs for all colleges in Nebraska. 
• College Profiles has details about colleges in Nebraska and across the country 

 
March 31 is deadline to apply for $500 Scavenger Hunt Scholarship 
To apply, create a ScholarshipQuest profile at EducationQuest.org and then scavenge around our website to find answers to 
questions on a survey.  We’ll draw two winners from those who answer all questions correctly

 

March “To Do” List 
 
Seniors 
___ If you haven’t already, complete your FAFSA! 
___ Watch for financial aid award notifications. 
___ Continue applying for scholarships.  
 
Juniors 
___ Don’t miss the Virtual College Fair March 2-3. 
___ Register by March 12 for the April 17 ACT. 
___ Register by April 8 for the May 8 SAT. 
___ Schedule campus visits. 




