
Administrator Notes 

In the March 24th issue of the Harrison Sun, I wrote an opinion letter stating my objection to 
the new health standards as proposed by the Nebraska Department of Education. It was also 
published in the Scottsbluff Star-Herald on April 15th. In this month’s newsletter I am 
including a letter written by Governor Pete Ricketts regarding his objection to the standards. 

I encourage all Nebraskans to contact the State Board of Education to voice your objection. I 
am against the proposed sexual health standards as I do not believe it is the responsibility of 
teachers to teach such sensitive content to students of any age. I do not believe the standards 
reflect the values of our community. And lastly, I foresee teachers being unfairly accused of 
persuading or dissuading students to believe or adopt certain beliefs.        

Dr. Brett Gies, SCS Superintendent 

Protect Our Kids & Schools 

By Governor Pete Ricketts 

April 20, 2021 

Earlier this year, the Nebraska Department of Education (NDE) published draft health standards for 
public comment that included several sex education topics.  Like many Nebraska parents, I was 
deeply troubled by the standards.  They would teach young children age-inappropriate content 
starting in kindergarten.  They would also inject non-scientific, political ideas into curriculum 
standards.  That’s why I have called on the NDE to scrap the proposed sex education topics in the 
standards.  

 I want to be clear about how the Nebraska Department of Education is governed.  Unlike many other 
state agencies, NDE does not report to me.  The agency is governed by a board that’s separately 
elected.  I will not have the final say as to whether or not the standards are adopted.  It’s very 
important for parents to weigh in with their input as the State Board of Education decides what to do 
with the standards.  We need to fight to keep our schools free from sexually mature content and 
partisan indoctrination.  Parents, not bureaucrats, should decide how to educate children about sex 
and controversial cultural issues.  

 The proposed sex education standards represent a significant shift in approach to health 
education.  Many of the new themes are sensitive topics that should be addressed by parents at home 
and not by schools.  Children who are the same age often mature at different rates.  Families 
approach many of these topics from different perspectives, and may choose to address them at 
different points in a child’s development.  That’s why parents, not schools, should be the ones 
deciding when and how to educate kids about many sex-related topics. 

 It’s important to understand just how radical the draft NDE standards are.  The standards would 
introduce kids to politically motivated and sexually explicit content at very young ages.  The 
standards say that first graders should be taught to define gender identity.  Fifth graders would be 
educated to “explain that gender expression and gender identity exist along a spectrum.”  At 12 years 



old, students would be taught about anal and oral sex.  Many kids that age haven’t yet reached 
puberty.  This material not only sexualizes our kids, it goes far beyond basic biological facts about 
reproduction and clearly crosses the boundary of what’s appropriate to discuss in the classroom.  

 There’s a reason why NDE ended up with such outlandish standards: The process to develop these 
standards was flawed.  While NDE did not consult with the State’s Chief Medical Officer when 
drafting the standards, OutNebraska, a LGBTQ political activist group, was invited to participate in 
the development of the standards.  Meanwhile, mainstream groups like the Nebraska Catholic 
Conference were denied a role in the process—even though Catholic schools educate about 10% of 
kids in our state.  Given the non-inclusive approach, it’s not surprising that the draft standards are out 
of touch. 

 Furthermore, it’s not a requirement for the Nebraska Department of Education to write health 
standards.  In the past, the Nebraska Legislature has specifically decided against this kind of 
approach to sex education.  After reviewing the proposed health standards, a bipartisan majority of 
State Senators wrote a letter calling on the NDE to remove “all sex education and other ideologically 
motivated content” from them.   

 The review process isn’t over yet, and it’s important that you make your voice heard.  In the coming 
months, the NDE will re-evaluate the draft health standards in light of the public input it has 
received.  The draft was full of problems, and I continue to urge the NDE to scrap the sex education 
topics altogether rather than trying to modify them.  

 The State Board of Education met on April 2, 2021 to hear public input on the standards.  An 
overwhelming majority of speakers voiced strong opposition to them.  It was evident from the 
meeting that the standards lacked the public support that should be expected for curriculum taught in 
schools.  

 I encourage parents in Nebraska to review the draft health standards at education.ne.gov and to 
provide feedback by completing the Health Education Standards Survey on the NDE’s 
website.  Nebraskans should also contact their district representative on the State Board of 
Education.  A map of the districts, along with contact information for all board members, is online 
at www.education.ne.gov/stateboard/members.   

 If you want more information about this topic or any other, please email me 
at pete.ricketts@nebraska.gov or call 402-471-2244.  I hope the NDE’s draft health standards will 
motivate parents across the state to get more involved in their local school.  It’s important that the 
next generation of Nebraskans receive an education that’s consistent with our shared values and free 
from ideological indoctrination.  



Message from the Principal 

It is hard to believe that the end of the school year has arrived!  Nine months have passed very 
quickly! 

The year’s end always brings with it a tremendous sense of accomplishment.  So many things 
have been accomplished this year including surviving the COVID pandemic. Our students have 
been involved in an extraordinary number of activities and we should not forget the tremendous 
amount of learning which has taken place during the year.  Throughout all of these activities and 
classes our students have demonstrated great character! 

To our graduates – congratulations on your achievement.  The Sioux County staff wish you all the 
best as you move to your new adventure.  If this is your last child to leave Sioux County Schools, 
the staff would like to thank you for your support and for the guidance that you have provided for 
your children.  We look forward to hearing from the graduates in the future and we hope that each 
of them will have gained a firm foundation for their education while at Sioux County.  We know that 
many of you will visit staff members at the school in the next few years. 

For those families who will be returning in August, school will begin on Monday, August 
16th.  Attached in this newsletter is a supply list for all elementary classrooms.  We will also send 
the list out with the packets that are sent out at the beginning of the year.  High school fall sports 
practices will start on Monday, August 9th. 

On behalf of the staff, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a safe and happy summer. 



Harrison Grade School 
1st and 2nd Grade 

     The students have started the annual countdown to the last day of school.  It is very 
rewarding when they finish their workbooks and can actually see how much they have 
accomplished.   

     In Math, the first graders have been reviewing time to the nearest half hour, counting 
money, addition, subtraction, place value, and reading and creating graphs.  The second graders 
are working on time to the minute, addition and subtraction with regrouping, multiplication, 
and place value. 

     Both grades have really enjoyed reading about the solar system and writing stories about 
traveling to the moon.  They have also been practicing their reading and writing skills by reading 
fiction, nonfiction, and biographies, and writing book reports about each genre.   

     In Science and Social Studies, we have been focusing on the Earth.  They have learned about 
bodies of water and landforms and how changes can happen to the Earth’s surface.  They 
enjoyed working in groups to create murals of the globe.   They also created models of the 
Earth with clay including water, land and mountains.   

     We hope you all have a wonderful summer! 

Preschool 

What do people throw away?  Where does trash go?  How do trash and garbage affect our 
community?  These questions and more were investigated by the preschoolers during a 
Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle Study in the month of April.  This study allowed learners to gather 
information, become more aware of the world around them, and solve problems.  Students 
also used skills in literacy, math, and the arts to represent their understanding of concepts 
related to social studies and science.  Some of their favorite activities included bookmaking, 
sorting, patterning, recording using tally marks, finding buried treasure (magnetic letters), 
painting, and creating rain sticks.   

Mrs. Ellicott 



Pink	Schoolhouse	Elementary
Summer	vacation	is	almost	here!	The	kids	are	excited	to	participate	in	the	Spring	Concert	on	

May	6th	at	6:00	pm.	The	concert	is	open	to	the	public.	May	7th	will	be	our	last	day	of	school	with	an	
11:00	am	dismissal	for	kids.	

This	final	week	finds	us	wrapping	up	all	of	our	units	of	study	and	finding	time	for	a	few	
extra	documentaries	and	science	activities.	Art	projects	are	being	mounted	and	prepared	for	Fair.	
Parents,	if	you	could	send	a	tote	or	box	for	your	children’s	school	supplies,	this	will	make	them	
easily	stored	and	available	for	next	year	to	be	recycled	and	used	again.	

We’ve	had	a	great	year	and	I	am	especially	
appreciative	of	our	parents	who	are	always	so	
understanding	when	plans	change	at	the	last	
minute	or	emergencies	occur.			

We	hope	everyone	has	a	great	summer.	
Remember	to	read	a	few	good	books,	whether	it’s	
alone	or	with	a	family	member.		I	hope	you	get	to	
spend	time	with	the	ones	you	love	that	this	
pandemic	has	kept	you	away	from.	Have	a	safe	
and	fun	summer!  

Chalk Butte 
The end of the year is here and what a great school year it has been!  The kids have worked very 

hard this year and are ready for summer break.  We just finished State testing, which we spent much of 
April reviewing and preparing for. Also in April, we celebrated Easter with an egg hunt.  The kids had a 
blast hunting eggs. They hid eggs over and over again for each other to find. Just a few weeks ago, we 
had next year’s kindergarten students come for an afternoon.  We were excited to meet them and give 
them a small glimpse of what school will be like next year. They are very excited about starting school.  
We have one more activity to attend in Harrison before we can count the school year as done.  Our 
students will take part in the Spring Music concert on May 6th.  Parents, we will have more information 
for you soon. Thanks for a great year! Have a nice summer! 



May 2021

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

  

  

 

2:00 PM

High School Graduation

Junior High Track @
Morrill

End of 2nd Semester6:00 PM

Spring Concert
Varsity Track @
Alliance

End of 4th Quarter

Varsity Track @
Bayard B, C, D

11:00 AM

Early Dismissal - Last
Day of School
11:00am

Teacher Work Day Varsity Track @
Districts in Chappell

State Track

rexrodenbaugh
Cross-Out



Sioux County High School

I appreciate so much being able to teach from the classroom this entire year. Art is very difficult 
to teach via zoom. It isn’t impossible to teach drawing, painting, graphic design or photography,
but it really is impossible to teach a student to throw a pot or pull a print in printmaking.

Thank you to the students of Sioux County High for taking art classes and building skills you can 
use the rest of your lives. 

Thanks to Richie Gutierrez for taking graphic design and building all of our sports programs, 
concert programs, the graduation program and all of the posters throughout the entire year.

I look forward to another year in the art room next fall. Have a safe and creative summer!

Mr. Rodenbaugh 



Preschool/Kindergarten Supply List 

Paint Shirt 
Two large boxes of Kleenex  
Two 4 oz. bottles Elmer’s School Glue (white) 
Glue Sticks 
Crayons (24 Pack) 
Markers 
Pencils and Erasers 
Pencil Box 
Back Pack 
Blanket for rest time (kindergarten only) 

First and Second School Supply List 

Pencils 
Scissors 
Glue Sticks 
Crayons 
Markers 
Crayon Box or Container 
PE Shoes 
1-2 Boxes of tissues

School Supply List/Grade 3 and 4 

No. 2 pencils (24)  (mechanical pencils are fine)  
Scissors (1 pair)  
2 glue sticks 
Box of colored pencils or crayons 
Ruler (with centimeters and inches) 
2 Highlighters 
1 inch Blue binder 
1 pencil box 
Pink Erasers (2)  
Spiral Notebooks/Wide ruled (1 red and 1 blue) 
Loose-leaf paper/Wide ruled (4 packages)  
Kleenex (3 boxes)  
PE shoes 
Water bottle 
Paint shirt 



School Supply List 
Mrs. Lambert  
Grade 5th/6th 

Scissors 
Protractor & Compass 
Ruler  
Highlighters (set of 5) 
Red and black pens 
Large eraser 
Glue sticks (2-3 large) 
Pencils (24) or mechanical (#7 lead) 
5 pocket folders with prongs (1 green, 1 blue, 1 red, 1 purple, 1 yellow) 
5 College ruled spiral notebooks (1 green, 2 blue, 1 red, 1 purple) 
1 notebook with graph paper inside (can be composition or spiral bound) 
2 boxes Kleenex 
markers/colored pencils 

Mrs Hughson’s 7th Grade Supply List 

4 8.5 x 11 notebooks with graph paper inside (can be composition or spiral bound) 
2 composition notebooks (whatever rule student prefers for their handwriting) 
2 pocket folders 
1 Steno notebook (6x9) 
1 Crayola Twistable Colored Pencils (12 or 18 pack) 
1 pack of assorted markers (student preference) 
1 scissor (student preference) 
36 pencils (student preference) 
3 each of black, red, blue ink pens (student preference) 
1 -5 pack assorted colored highlighters (pen size, not tank size) 
1 pack of 3x5 index cards 
Zipper pouch or pencil case/bin to keep personal supplies in 

8th Grade Supply List  Mrs. Wilkins 
6 single subject notebooks 
Package of sharpened pencils 
Eraser 
Calculator with square root sign 
Clear protractor 
Compass 
Highlighters 
Colored pencils 
Pencil box or bag for supplies  
2 - 1 ½ inch 3 ring binders 



Chalk Butte School- Lower room 

K-2
2 boxes of tissues
3 tubs of disinfecting wipes
1 box for your pencils/crayons
1 spiral notebook
1 box of washable markers
1 box of 24 crayons
3 glue sticks
1 pair of scissors
1 pink eraser
6 pencils
1 ruler
*You may be able to use some of your supplies from last year.*

Chalk Butte Supply list- Upper room 

Comprehension notebook 
2 glue sticks 
Big erasers 
3 folders with pockets 
#2 Pencils 
Colored pencils 
Pencil box 
Highlighters 
Kleenex 
Scissors 

Pink Supply List 

Colored pencils 
Markers thick and thin 
Black permanent marker 
4- single subject wide rule spiral notebook



Counselor Notes

Be sure to check the school website to find deadlines and links for all scholarships at 
http://siouxcountyschools.org/. 

Seniors … borrow wisely for college! 
Review these tips before you decide how much to borrow in student loans: 

• Borrow only what you need, even if it’s less than the amount offered in your award letter.
• Use your student loan money only for tuition, room and board, books, and fees. Get a part- time job to pay

other expenses.
• Apply for financial aid each year you attend college by completing the FAFSA.
• Continue to look for scholarships while in college.

To learn more, read “What You Need to Know About Student Loans” and see “Paying for College” at 
EducationQuest.org. 

Juniors… complete these tasks to stay on track to college 
Narrow your college choices to three or four. Visit your top choices either in person or virtually. 

Become familiar with the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid). You and your parents can complete this 
form on or after October 1 to apply for college financial aid. 

Update your Activities Resume. 
Look for scholarships using Guidance at http://siouxcountyschools.org/  and  ScholarshipQuest at 
EducationQuest.org 

May “To Do” List 
Seniors 
___ Apply for student loans, if necessary. 
___ Register for new-student orientation at your college. 
___ Start a list of dorm room essentials. 
___ Get a summer job to help pay college expenses. 

Juniors 
___ Register by May 7 for June 12 ACT. 
___ Register by May 6 for June 5 SAT. 
___ Continue campus visits. 
___ Get a summer job and save for college. 
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