
Donated by Eugene Bigelow Class of 1938. The Indian Chief represented the mascot used back then 
and was on student sweaters and jackets. Eugene created this artwork a few years ago in memory 
of the school mascot when he attended Sioux County High School.
In recent years, the mascot was redesigned to resemble an Indian warrior. 
Eugene currently resides in Ft. Collins, Colorado. The artwork is proudly hung in the Sioux County 
High School entrance hallway. 



 2018-19 School Year Motto: One who looks for limitations will never see the 
possibilities. 

Mission Statement: Sioux County Schools are a student centered environment with a 
mission to provide knowledge through innovative educational resources while 
developing each student’s confidence to impact the future. 

Inclement Weather Notice-Be on the Lookout 
The Superintendent of Schools is authorized by the Board of Education to close public schools 
or initiate late starts in case of severe weather. The superintendent will notify staff and local 
news media when the weather warrants such action. The information is regularly broadcast by 
radio stations KQSK 97.5 FM, KCSR 610 AM, KNEB 960 AM/FM and websites Chadrad.com 
and KNEB.com.  Families of children enrolled in Sioux County Schools will be notified via 
the One Call Now automated phone call system. Please accept calls from the One Call 
Now system identified by 877.698.3261. 

If parents do not feel that the conditions are safe for travel, then they should make the decision 
to keep children home even if school is in session or call the school to have the children 
released for an early dismissal.  

StrivTv 

We will be streaming all home varsity sporting events this year as well as graduation and 
various ceremonies and activities throughout the year. Please thank our students for 
volunteering to run the camera and computer. Mr. Rodenbaugh should also be thanked for 
making this a possibility as he oversees the students and hardware.  

Help spread the word by telling friends and family they can watch our student performances 
from anywhere. 

If you wish to join us, type striv.tv into your browser and click on our school. From there you can 
see the list of events we are streaming. You will notice that there are a few away games listed 
for streaming. We will not be streaming away games, but click on the game and it will take you 
the striv page of the school who is streaming it. Please note that due to NSAA policy, we will not 
stream any home playoff or district events.  

The Weather and School 

Colder temperatures and wintery conditions will be the norm during the coming months. 

Please take extra precautions for keeping our children safe while driving to school. Their safety 
is a major concern for all of us on their way to and from school. 

Since our school district is very large, conditions can vary greatly within our county. When we 
have school or if we call for a late start, please use good judgement to determine if it is safe to 
send or bring your children to school. 

http://siouxcountyschools.org


We try to use our best judgement as to when to hold school, cancel it, and have a late start or 
an early dismissal. But we cannot always get it right. So please, use common sense and best 
judgement so we can have all students be safe. If you decide to leave your children at home, 
please call the school as soon as possible and let us know of your decision. 

 Also, do not hesitate to call the school office, and let us know your children may be late due to 
the conditions, we will keep an eye out for them and have them return your call once they arrive. 
During adverse weather conditions, it takes all of us working together in the best interest in the 
safety of our students.  

School District Policies 

All of our school district policies are available on our school district website. The school board 
reviews policies each month at their meetings. Any revised updates are then posted on the 
district website. 

School Calendar 

Activities are being entered on the school website for the 2018-19 school year. The calendar 
lists vacation breaks, parent teacher conferences, academic events, and more. The school 
district calendar is available on our website. Please check our website for a listing of events, 
activities and special notices. http://siouxcountyschools.org.  

Sports	and	Activities	

Please check our website for the sports schedule and list of important dates and activities. 
Notifications will be sent to parents via Twitter or Remind. 

Stay connected with all of our scheduled activities by visiting our web site at: 
http://siouxcountyschools.org.  

PowerSchool for High School Students 
Parents and students can access grades and attendance in PowerSchool with accessibility 
through the school website. It is recommend students and parents access PowerSchool on a 
regular basis to stay abreast of grades and missing assignments. 

Dr.	Brett	Gies	 	 Mr.	Barry	Swisher	
Superintendent	of	Schools	 Pk-12	Principal	&	Athletic	Director	

http://siouxcountyschools.org
http://siouxcountyschools.org


Harrison Grade School 

It’s hard to believe the first quarter of school will already be coming to an end this 
month. The teachers and students in Grades K-6th have been busy investigating the
ReadyGen language arts series Sioux County Schools adopted this year.    ReadyGen 
allows students to dig deeply into complex text to facilitate learning.  With the adoption 
of the new series, parents may see a slight change on their child’s report card.  Parents 
will see one grade for language arts which encompasses reading, writing, spelling, 
grammar, and phonics.  If your child is absent from school, he or she may sign into their 
account at pearsonrealize.com and click on explore to find the books and lessons 
needed in order to make up missed assignments. 

The kindergarteners have been learning about the importance of homes while delving 
into these stories from our new series: Where is Home Little Pip, A House for Hermit 
Crab, and Life in a Pond. 

The preschoolers have been learning through literature as well with the classic fairy 
tale, Goldilocks and the Three Bears.  The story teaches math, language, and listening 
skills while using multiple intelligences. 

Chalk Butte 

It’s hard to believe October is already here.  The month of September really flew 
by.  Our students had fun participating in homecoming dress up activities.  They had a 
great time in Harrison joining in on the homecoming festivities as well.  The face 
painting was a hit.  Thanks to all of the high school students who spent time painting 
faces.  While in Harrison we also had a great meal thanks to Sandhills Bank.    

Our students are looking forward to the trip to Agate for Science Day on 
September 26th.  The focus this year is weather.  The lower room has been learning 
about weather and the different types of instruments that are used to measure 
weather.  They have created several “school made” weather instruments that they will 
show during their presentation at Agate. The upper room has been studying tornados.  
They will each report about a specific tornado in history.  Also in September we 
received a package from our pen pal Mrs. Vajcner.  She is always very thoughtful to 
send some special gifts to help us be prepared for the beginning of the school year. 

October looks to be busy as well.  We will have a 2:30 early out on October 

12th, a 12:00 early out on October 17th, and a 1:30 early out on October 26th. Parent/
Teacher conferences will be on October 23.  We look forward to visiting with you about 
your wonderful children.  We will also be going to Harrison for Geography Day on 

October 25th.  Parents, we welcome you to join us for this event.  It is always a very
fun and educational day.  Last but not least, the Chalk Butte students are looking 
forward to their Halloween party and a spooky haunted house put together by Mr. and 
Mrs. Zurcher. 



Sioux County High School 

The 2018-19 school year has been a great start for Sioux County FFA. We 
gained ten new members this year via our freshmen class. They have been busy 
working on memorizing the Creed and learning all about the FFA. Our chapter 
involvement is very high this year with all full-time students being active members. 

Our officer team started the year strong by attending a leadership seminar in 
Alliance. Led by our state officers, they learned important skills such as the difference 
between commitment and involvement and how to be a voice in their chapter, as well 
as their community. 

Our members have also been hard at work in the shop this year. Tons of cool 
projects are in the works. Fire pits and metal signs have been popular with the 
students, and the designs they are coming up with are wonderful. We also have a 
group of woodworkers creating awesome intarja designs. Our spring labor auction will 
be full of awesome student-made works! 

In addition to this, our members have also been busy studying and preparing for 
upcoming contests. Our first contest of the season will be the Public Speaking CDE in 
Chadron in November. We are looking forward to a great year with a strong program. 

There is still one set of Encyclopedias at the High School. Anyone interested 
please contact Mary Munson at the High School. 

Pink School 
The students of Pink School have been studying weather.  Each grade has 

researched an area of interest concerning weather and meteorology.  The seventh 
graders chose specific weather events to investigate.  One student studied the 
Blizzard of ’49 and the other did his project on Hurricane Charley.  In the sixth and 
fourth grades, the students studied Hurricane Florence and its effects on the people 
and the land.  They then generated questions concerning the study of meteorology.  
The fourth graders researched what meteorologists do and wrote a research paper on 
this career.  Our sixth grader was interested in the role satellites play in predicting the 
weather. He explored weather satellites and wrote an informative piece on this topic. 
Third grade chose to graph average monthly high and low temperatures in four cities 
for comparison. She discovered Honolulu, Hawaii would be a nice place to live with a 
temperate climate, and Harrison, Nebraska had the widest range of temperatures.  
First graders graphed high and low temperatures at Agate, Nebraska over the past 
two weeks and saw a steady decline. All the students present their findings at Agate 
on September 26th for their annual Science Day.  



October 2018
Calendar
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10:00 AM

JV/V Volleyball vs.
Guernsey-Sunrise

2:00 PM

Varsity Football @
McPherson County

3:00 PM

Girls Varsity Cross
Country @ Sidney

4:00 PM

JH Football @
Edgemont

4:00 PM

JH Volleyball vs.
Edgemont

4:00 PM

JV/V Volleyball @
McPherson County

6:00 PM

JV/V Volleyball vs.
Edgemont

Girls Varsity Cross
Country @ Districts

End of 1st Quarter8:00 AM

PSAT 10th and 11th
Grades

9:00 AM

Varsity Volleyball @ PHC
in Morrill

3:30 PM

JH Volleyball @
Crawford

8:00 AM

Pink and Chalk Butte
2:30pm Dismissal5:00 PM

JH Football @
Crawford

11:30 AM

JH Football vs. Cody-
Kilgore

11:30 AM

JH Volleyball vs. Cody-
Kilgore

2:00 PM

Varsity Football vs.
Cody-Kilgore

4:30 PM

JV/V VB vs. Cody-Kilgore

Beginning of 2nd
Quarter

Girls Varsity Cross
Country @ State
(UNK)

8:00 AM

ASVAB 11th and 12th
Grades

9:00 AM

Varsity Volleyball @
Alliance Invite

3:30 PM

JH Volleyball @
Oelrichs

8:00 AM

Early Dismissal
12:00pm - Teacher In-
Service

4:30 PM

JV/V Volleyball @
Oelrichs

7:00 PM

Varsity Football @ Hay
Springs

DIBELS Progress
Monitoring (Red and
Yellow)

DIBELS Progress
Monitoring
(Red/Yellow)

DIBELS Progress
Monitoring
(Red/Yellow)

Varsity Football 1st
Round Playoffs

5:00 PM

Varsity Volleyball @
Hemingford Triangular 8:00 AM

1:30pm Dismissal for
All Schools - Teacher
Professional
Development

9:00 AM

Geography Day K-8
3:30 PM

Elementary Schools
Parent/Teacher
Conferences

Varsity Volleyball Sub-
District



It’s FAFSA time! 
Seniors…beginning October 1, you and your parents can complete the 2019-20 FAFSA (Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid). The FAFSA is the application for state, federal, and college-based financial aid. 
Follow these tips to prepare:  

1. Create	a	Federal	Student	Aid	(FSA)	ID	for	you	and	one	for	a	parent	at	fsaid.ed.gov.	You	and	a	parent	will	each	need	an	FSA
ID	to	access	and	sign	the	FAFSA.

2. Review the FAFSA Checklist at EducationQuest.org for items you’ll need to complete the FAFSA.

See FAFSA Tools at EducationQuest.org for helpful resources. 

For free one-on-one help, call EducationQuest to make an appointment: Scottsbluff – 800.303.3745, ext. 6654. 

College	Representative	Visits-	Check	the	school	website	under	the	Guidance	tab	and	College	Information	to	see	when	each	
school	is	visiting.	

Sophomores	sign	up	today	to	attend	the	HOBY	Leadership	seminar.		The	program	is	designed	to	empower	high	school	
sophomores	to	recognize	their	leadership	talents	and	apply	them	to	become	effective,	ethical	leaders	in	their	home,	school,	and	
community.	

Sophomores	and	Juniors	the	PSAT	will	be	administered	Wednesday	October	10	at	8:00	am,	the	cost	is	$16.	

Juniors	the	ASVAB	test	will	be	given	on	October	17th,	see	Mrs.	Edmund	to	sign	up.	

The	importance	of	getting	involved!	
Start	the	school	year	by	getting	involved	in	extracurricular	activities	to	increase	your	chances	for	scholarships	and	admission	to	your	
top	colleges.	

Blog- Check	out	the	EducationQuest	Blog	for	interesting	information	on	a	variety	of	topics.

The	Prudential	Spirit	of	Community	Awards	recognizes	middle	and	high	school	students	who	have	made	meaningful	contributions	
to	their	communities	through	volunteer	service.		Young	volunteers	can	complete	an	application	at	http://spirit.purdential.com	by	
November	6,	2018	to	earn	an	award.	

Winning the scholarship game 
Follow	these	tips	to	increase	your	chances	of	earning	scholarships:	

• Don’t	pay	for	scholarship	services!	Free	resources	include	ScholarshipQuest	at	EducationQuest.org,	your	school	counselor’s
office,	and	EducationQuest	office	in	Scottsbluff.

• Focus	on	college-based	and	local	scholarships.	You’re	more	likely	to	earn	them	over	large	national	awards.
• Continually	update	your	activities,	honors,	and	volunteer	or	paid	jobs
• Earn	the	best	possible	ACT/SAT	scores	by	taking	the	exams	in	the	spring	of	your	junior	year	and	again	in	the	fall	of	your

senior	year.
• Use	quality	references	such	as	a	teacher,	coach	or	counselor.	Give	them	advance	notice,	a	specific	deadline,	and	a	copy	of

your	Activities	Resume.
• Ask	at	least	two	people	to	proofread	your	application.

Are you ready to Apply2College? 
This fall, over 200 Nebraska high schools are holding Apply2College events during the school day to help seniors 
complete college applications. Sioux County High School will be participating during the second week of October.

October	“To	Do”	List	
Seniors:	
___	Create	an	FSA	ID	for	you	and	one	for	a	parent.	You’ll	need	them	for	the	FAFSA.	
___	Complete	the	FAFSA	on	or	after	October	1.	
___	Complete	college	applications.	Participate	in	the	Apply2College	event!	
___	Register	by	September	28	for	the	October	27	ACT.		
___	Register	by	October	5	for	the	November	3	SAT.	




