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February 2018      CHALK BUTTE 

During the month of January we celebrated the 100th day of school and enjoyed some 

“snowy” day fun.  The kids spent several recesses trying to build an igloo.  They didn’t quite get it 

done, but made a good attempt.  It was fun to see both the upper and lower rooms working together 

on the igloo.   

One highlight in January, was our visit from the EnvironArt program.  Our students learned 

about waterfowl and enjoyed an engaging art lesson.  Each student chose a bird to draw and got 

some pointers on how to draw, color, and shade their bird.  The students are working very hard on 

this project.  We should have some great drawings to enter in the Duck Stamp contest. 

The month of February looks to be very busy as well, with a trip to Harrison on February 

22nd for the spelling bee and a Valentine’s Day party on the 14th.  There will be no school for       

students on February 16th and 19th. 

 



February 1st Early Dismissal for Students in Grades Pk-8 at Harrison Grade School 
February 1st will be a 1:30 pm dismissal for all students in grades Pk-8 at Harrison Grade School. The After School 
Program will be cancelled that day. We are using this early release time so teachers can work with the ESU 13 staff 
to review and select a new English Language Arts textbook series. The state standards and assessments have 
changed so we need to select a new textbook series and supporting resources to meet the new standards and state 
assessment. 
Once we have adopted a new English Language Arts program, we will be adopting math and science. Teachers will 
be very busy the next couple of years as they learn the new programs. 
 
Website New Look 
Our school website has a new look. In order to keep up with the ever changing technological demands, we had to 
create a new website. The change occurred over several months as Mr. Rodenbaugh and Mr. Windsor worked    
diligently behind the scenes to insure all the information transferred over. As Mr. Rodenbaugh stated, it has been a 
steep learning curve for him but he rose to the challenge and everything seems to be working fine now.  
The website address stayed the same at http://siouxcountyschools.org. 
 
2018-19 School District Calendar 
The 2018-19 school district calendar will be brought before the school board at the February meeting for approval. 
I will be asking the board to approve an early release for all students one Friday each month. The early release    
request be for a 1:35 dismissal of students so teachers can have time to learn the new standards, assessment     
requirements, and content textbook series. This planning and learning time will be valuable time for staff members 
as we currently do not have enough time for professional development or common planning time during the day. 
 
Inclement Weather Notice-Be on the Lookout and the One Call Now Automated Messaging System 
The Superintendent of Schools is authorized by the Board of Education to close public schools or initiate late starts 
in case of severe weather. The superintendent will notify staff and local news media when the weather warrants 
such action. The information is regularly broadcast by radio stations KQSK 97.5 FM, KCSR 610 AM, KNEB 960 AM/
FM and websites Chadrad.com and KNEB.com.  Families of children enrolled in Sioux County Schools will be      
notified via the One Call automated phone call system. Expect to see an 877 telephone number, when you see 
this number please accept the call. 
 
If parents do not feel that the conditions are safe for travel, then they should make the decision to keep children 
home even if school is in session or call the school to have the children released for an early dismissal.  
PowerSchool for High School Students 
Parents and students can access grades and attendance in PowerSchool with accessibility through the school     
website. It is recommend students and parents access PowerSchool on a regular basis to stay abreast of grades and 
missing assignments. 
 
 
Monthly Newsletter 
The newsletter is mailed to each patron in the county each month during the school year. A copy can also be found 
on the school website.  http://siouxcountyschools.org. 
 
 
Dr. Brett Gies     Mr. Barry Swisher 
Superintendent of Schools   Pk-12 Principal & Athletic Director 
 
2017-18 School District Motto: It’s not the hours you put in, it’s what you put in the hours. 
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February 2018 - Pink School 

The students at Pink School explored potential and kinetic energy, force and motion, and the effects of gravity 

as part of their science: they experimented during recess while sledding, and Jeanna guided students in a STEM 

(Science Technology Engineering Math) activity in which they designed a covering for an egg to protect it 

against the force of gravity as it dropped.  Thank you Jeanna! 
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February 2018 

Welcome to February from the 7th and 8th grade classroom.   
 
We have the results from the Junior High Math Contest that was held in November: 
1st: Kailey Klein-8th grade Harrison Elementary 
2nd: Tucker Monroe-8th grade Pink School 
3rd: Tie: Skylar Edmund-8th grade, and Colton Randall-7th grade both from Harrison Elementary.  
Congratulations students. 
 
3rd–8th grades are participating in new assessments.  They are called Test Wiz.  The students take 
an online test every month in Math, Language Arts, and Science.  My students take one test a week 
in that month.  The questions are drawn from banks of questions that deal with the standards for 
that subject.  The results help the teacher and the students analyze how we are covering the    
standards for that subject.   My class tests one day on one subject and the next day we go over the 
questions missed and find the correct answer. We find that sometimes it is material we haven't 
covered yet, other times its not being careful when answering the question.   
 
When my students finished their mid-year Maps tests in January they said that the Test Wiz 
monthly tests have helped them feel more comfortable with online testing and that they felt more 
skilled when analyzing questions. It will be interesting to see how we do on the Spring Maps and 
the state tests that we have in April after participating in these monthly sessions. 
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For most of this school year, all of our ASP students along with some 4-H 
members have been learning science, technology, engineering, and math 
skills through the First LEGO League program.  At the end of January, six 
Sioux County students had the opportunity to culminate that work by 
competing at a tournament in Sidney.  The students worked as a team to 
explain and be judged on their Core Values poster attesting to the hard 
work and learning they have done.  They presented their project about 
Sioux County’s water sources.  Their final round of judging related to how 
they programed their robot and what attachments they had built in order 
to complete the challenges in the robot games.  The day was action 
packed as our SCS students also competed in and observed robot games, 
checked out other teams’ projects, used their money at the concession 
stand, and traveled for over five hours!  We will start working toward next 
year’s theme in August; we are excited for the theme to be announced. 

Jamie Goffena and Leah Gremm, UNL Extension Educators began              
presenting the CATCH (Coordinated Approach to Child Health) program last 
month, and they will continue in February.  Through fun activities, they 
have taught us about healthy foods and exercise.  While learning about 
“Go” “Slow” and “Whoa” foods, the students were able to make and try 
new snacks.  They   practiced how to monitor their heart rates as we played 
some cool new games.  Thank you Jamie and Leah for your time! 



LIBRARY Sioux County Schools 2018 
 
 For several years I have been encouraging reading to and with your children at the earliest 
stages of their development:  taking time every evening (or during any break in a day, especially 
during  snowstorms!) to read, and illustrating how vital it is for school success.  I have always        
believed that Sioux County young people should read more the older they become, but as I read 
different input from various librarians, doctors, and even psychologists, it is becoming abundantly 
clear that it seems children in all schools across the United States aren’t reading as much as they 
could or should to achieve success.   
 Just as we help our children learn to read, we should also “train the brain” in other aspects as 
well.  It begins with the first steps in forming words and learning to read, but this READING has to        
continue in every stage of their development: late elementary, junior high, and high school.      
Without the reading: as a family, as a priority, as a “given” in everyday life, that academic and more 
importantly personal connection, may not be molding our children’s brains in the most positive    
direction. 
 Technology is a huge culprit, as you can guess. Using it as a “Free Babysitting Service’ is, in 
fact, not free at all.  The payment is just around the corner!?  We pay with our children’s nervous 
systems, with their attention spans and with their greatly needed ability for delayed gratification 
and ultimate success in school and in life.  After hours of this input, processing information in a 
classroom becomes increasingly challenging for our kids, because their brains are getting used to 
high levels of meaningless stimulus.  The inability to process lower levels of stimulation leaves our 
children vulnerable to truly concentrating on what they’re reading or vulnerable to academic     
challenges, challenges in the classroom that take time to solve or to work through to their correct 
successful conclusions.  Too many young people have that “I’ll read just enough to get by” or “I’ll do 
just enough on this assignment to pass.”   
 The inability to slow down false stimulus is often seen in our classrooms.  With technology 
and its quick gratification, we have accidently taught our children’s brains to be less equipped to 
deal with anything that takes time, like finishing a book to its completion and understanding, or to 
accomplish and have the tenacity to tackle the difficult assignments, such as math or research    
writing, tasks that take some time to figure out, outline and/or build.  Unfortunately, in order to 
achieve our goals in our lives, we have to do what’s necessary, which may not always be what we 
want to do or what our attention span can handle.  We have to “train our brain”.  That book they 
thought they’d enjoy is never finished.    
 These examples are why we need to “train our children’s brains” to be workable and function 
under circumstances that seem like work, duties they may think are boring.  Instead of endless fun, 
at home or in the classroom, this training of the brain to keep working, even if they think they are 
bored, eliminates the “I can’t do it, it’s too boring” mentality and trains the brain to do a great job, 
go the extra mile, with each subject in school.  Therefore, we can help our children train their brains 
to get through quiet parts, or what they think are boring parts of a book, in order to give READING 
the chance to be satisfying and enjoyable, even though a little more quiet than their electronic    
devices. 
  



* Be sure to check the school website to find deadlines and links for all scholarships at http://
siouxcountyschools.org. 

 
All about scholarships!  
Most scholarships are based on academics, but others are based on community service, school involvement, or tal-
ent in art, dance, music, or athletics. Some are based on financial need as determined by the FAFSA (Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student Aid).  
It’s time to start applying for scholarships. Here’s where you can find them:  
· Our school website. Visit regularly to check on local and national awards. 
· ScholarshipQuest at EducationQuest.org features over 2,000 Nebraska-based scholarships. After you create a 
profile, you’ll be matched with scholarships that fit your criteria.  
· The college you plan to attend. Contact the school for a list of scholarships they provide and application proce-
dures. 
 · National search sites such as College Board, Peterson’s and Chegg.  
· Other resources could include your coach, clubs and organizations, and your parents’ employers and civic organi-
zations. 
Check EducationQuest  for more details about scholarships and tips to help you complete a successful application. 

Follow EducationQuest on social media and you might win a $500 scholarship! 
Follow EducationQuest on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram and you’ll get more than important college planning 

information…you might win a $500 Get Social Scholarship! 

How it works 

Each time EducationQuest reaches specific follower milestones on our social media pages, we’ll invite current and 

new followers to enter into a drawing for a $500 scholarship. We’ll conduct a: 

· Facebook drawing when we hit 7,000 followers 

· Twitter drawing when we hit 3,500 followers 

· Instagram drawing when we hit 1,000 followers 

EducationQuest will continue to award $500 Get Social Scholarships each time we reach an additional 500 follow-
ers on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram. We want to remind you to encourage your student to connect their Col-
lege Board and Khan Academy® accounts and take advantage of free Official SAT Practice online resources. 
 
 
February “To Do” List 
 
Seniors: 
___ If you haven’t already, complete the FAFSA. 
___ Expect financial aid award notifications from the colleges you listed on your FAFSA. 
___ Apply for scholarships.  
 
Juniors: 
___ Start preparing for the ACT. Use you ACT Online Prep account and On To College with John Baylor Resources. 
___ Register by February 9 for the March 10 SAT. 
___ Register by March 9 for the April 14 ACT. 



How to Hate (Your Teen’s) Homework Less 

By Kristin Ageton in Parents on November 16, 2017 

Do you dread asking your teen about their homework every evening? Do you find it turning 
into a shouting match or sulk session? How can you get a handle on this area of            
contention with your family? Here are some ideas to make homework less hated in your 
house. 

Remove distractions. 

Is it typical for your child to be doing homework at the kitchen table while a TV is on,       
siblings are having conversations, and you’re cooking? All the stimuli can make it hard to 
focus. Your child may not be a fan of a completely quiet space (music may actually help), 
but consider what sounds and actions need to be removed. One essential item to remove: 
your child’s phone. Difficult, I know, but consider this next alternative… 

Provide rewards as your child meets homework accomplishments. 

This could either be in the amount of time spent on the work or subject covered. You’ll 
have to pick and choose this based on what motivates your teen. For example, if math 
homework takes over an hour every night and your child gets frustrated and gives up, it 
may make more sense to break every 20 minutes. But if your bigger issue is actually       
accomplishing the work, it may be a better idea to take a break after a subject’s work is 
completed. One reward/break idea: give 5-10 minutes of phone time. They can text, use 
social media, or play games. An even better reward: send them outside for a walk around 
the block. Some fresh air will help their brain relax and focus. 

It’s important to note: do NOT mix in chores during this time. The breaks should be positive 
and something for your child to look forward to. Mixing in chores just makes homework a 
complete dread every day – and won’t help your cause of hating homework less. 

Be consistent with homework routines. 

This is really the most difficult strategy to deploy because you’re talking about doing   
homework at the same time in the same location. And let’s be honest, this isn’t realistic 
with a teen’s busy activity schedule. Find what works best for your family, and at the very 
least: don’t let a lack of a supply item catch your family off-guard, and ultimately derail the 
homework completion train. Stock the homework location with potentially needed supplies: 
pencils, paper, calculator, and poster board…Can we seriously talk about the number of 
breakdowns we’d avoid by just having poster board on hand? Put it on your grocery list  

today.  

Do your paperwork during homework time, too. 

Sit with your child if the study spot is in a common place (like the kitchen table) and go 
through mail, pay bills, complete the work you had to bring home, or at the very least: 



online shopping (hey, they don’t have to see your screen…). Having you physically near 
them and doing your own work, makes them feel less alone in this battle. 

Talk about school/teachers/homework POSITIVELY. 

If you dread homework time, obviously your teen will too, so choose a better attitude. And 
communicate with teachers about how you can help your child in the homework area.   
Connect with teachers in the way that is easiest for them (phone, email, notes passed via 
your child). Finally, by middle and high school, parents start to be less helpful with      
homework because it’s getting so advanced. Support your child by taking him/her to school 
early or pick up later so he/she can get help from the teacher. 

 

Becky, Painting 

Kalen, Photography Angela, Painting 

Bailey, Printmaking 


