The short month of February has quickly come and gone here at Chalk Butte. March will prove to
be another activity packed month.
Our students got to enjoy their Valentine’s Day celebration with candy, games and pizza
graciously provided by Mrs. Feltgen. A very good time was enjoyed by all. Thank you for all of
your help Mrs. Feltgen.
February also saw us take our annual trip up to Harrison for the Sioux County Spelling Bee. We
would like to thank all of the students for their fine behavior and hard efforts while participating
in this activity. Congratulations to Evie Feltgen for taking first place in the Fifth Grade category.
Some notable dates for the month of March are Parent Teacher Conferences that will start March
6th.
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School Safety
In light of the recent Florida school shooting and all the mass shootings occurring within the United States, Sioux County
Schools will begin reviewing and practicing safety procedures. As educators our role is to prepare students for life beyond
high school. I feel we do a good job of preparing students academically and physically through our sports programs, but we
have not focused on what to do if we are in a situation which involves a live shooter. We have a plan in place which was rolled
out last year and now it is time we practice and become familiar with the plan and steps taken to keep our students safe.
While the chances are slim that we would ever have a live shooter in our school, I want us to be prudent in teaching our
students and staff what to do should a situation arise. We are finding out that in today’s world no community is immune to a
situation. Therefore, I want our students to be exposed to safety measures to help them if they are ever in a situation in or
out of school. Barry and I are working with Sheriff McCumbers to practice the procedures in our plan.
We recently began locking our entrance doors at the high school as a demonstration to students, staff and community
members of the plan we are about to implement. Our schools are not designed for heightened security measures as simple as
locking entrance doors. I will be discussing this with the school board at our March meeting.
Parents
Please notify the school office or classroom teacher if you are having someone other than yourself else pick up your child
from school. We are not always aware of who has permission to pick up your child.
Inclement Weather Notice-Be on the Lookout and the One Call Now Automated Messaging System
The Superintendent of Schools is authorized by the Board of Education to close public schools or initiate late starts in case of
severe weather. The superintendent will notify staff and local news media when the weather warrants such action. The
information is regularly broadcast by radio stations KQSK 97.5 FM, KCSR 610 AM, KNEB 960 AM/FM and websites
Chadrad.com and KNEB.com. Families of children enrolled in Sioux County Schools will be notified via the One Call
automated phone call system. Expect to see an 877 telephone number, when you see this number please accept the call.
If parents do not feel that the conditions are safe for travel, then they should make the decision to keep children home even
if school is in session or call the school to have the children released for an early dismissal.
PowerSchool for High School Students
Parents and students can access grades and attendance in PowerSchool with accessibility through the school website. It is
recommend students and parents access PowerSchool on a regular basis to stay abreast of grades and missing assignments.

Dr. Brett Gies
Superintendent of Schools

Mr. Barry Swisher
Pk-12 Principal & Athletic Director

Sioux County Preschool
Sioux County Schools offers a voluntary preschool program at Harrison Elementary designed for children who are four years
old and will be entering kindergarten the following year. If you live within the boundaries of any Sioux County attendance
center, your child may attend preschool at Harrison Elementary provided space is available. To be eligible for preschool
during the 2018-2019 school year, your child must be four years old by July 31, 2018.
On Tuesday, March 27th, there will be a preschool orientation held at Harrison Elementary beginning at 5:00 P.M. for all
eligible incoming preschoolers and their parents. Information will be mailed out soon to parents of eligible preschoolers. If
you are interested in your child attending preschool during the upcoming school year and would like to make sure your child’s
name is on our list, please call Sioux County High School at 668-2415 or you may reach me at Harrison Elementary at
668-2336.
Marla Ellicott
Harrison Elementary
Preschool/Kindergarten Teacher

This month highlights
some of the art created by
the West Room students
at Pink School. Each has
chosen their favorite work
to date to share!
By Thaine (3rd Grade)

By Kaylee (5th Grade)

By Tucker (8th Grade)
By Jhett (3rd Grade)

By Logan (5th Grade)
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The Spelling Committee would like to thank everyone who helped make the
2018 Sioux County Spelling Bee a huge success. The students had fun and
did very well.
A big thank you also goes out to our FFA students for sponsoring a fun event
for our ES students during this special day. The children had a great time!
Congratulations to all of the participants!
Grade Level Winners:
1st: Ruby Smith
2nd: Jackson Finley
3rd: Brody Lange
4th: Royale Dean
5th: Evelyn Feltgen
6th: Jaime Turbiville
7th: Quint Starkey
8th: Skylar Edmund

There will be NO SCHOOL on the
following dates:
March 29th to April 2nd. School
will resume on Tuesday, April 3rd,
at our normal 8:00 AM start time.
ES Parent-Teacher Conferences
Conferences will be on Tuesday,
March 6th, starting at 3:45 PM.
Please see your child’s teacher for
an appointment.
Preschool Orientation
On Tuesday, March 27th, there will
be a meeting at 5:00 PM for all parents of students who will be joining
our Preschool class for the 20182019 school year. Mrs. Ellicott will
be sending out more detailed information about this meeting at a later
date.

2018 Sioux County
Spelling Bee
Winner: Jaime Turbiville
Runner-up: Tamika Eastman
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Using boxes, paper towel tubes, and
other recyclables, we created “marble
mazes”. Students were required to
have an entry point for one marble
and an exit. They were free to design
their puzzles from there. After the
students perfected the designs, they
donated the STEM projects to the
kindergarten class.

The students tried hummus on their vegetable
kabobs at CATCH (Coordinated Approach to
Child Health). They have been learning about
the importance of fiber and
natural color in the human diet.

Speaking of designing...Students enjoy
engineering and testing domino effects. It
is very exciting when your idea works!
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Science Day 2017!!!
It’s been a Science filled school year so far. We got to start out the school year with a Science day
that coincided with the Great American Solar Eclipse. It was a fantastic day that we will remember
for years to come. The high school students helped me out a lot. They had different stations set
up for the elementary students from electricity to slime. Security 1st Bank provided the lunch for
us and it was greatly appreciated! The science day was a great way to kick off the New Year!
Physical Science has been busy studying about electricity and waves. Biology has been hard at work
learning about genetics, while Chemistry is learning all about chemical bonds. We did John Baylor
ACT Test prep with the junior’s this fall to help get them prepared for the State ACT test coming
up. This spring we will do the test prep with the sophomore’s.

Chemistry Students

Be sure to check the school website to find deadlines and links for all scholarships at http://siouxcountyschools.org.
Wrapping up your senior year
Seniors…stay on track for college by completing these second-semester tasks:
 Complete the financial aid process. By now, you should have filed your FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid). If you
haven’t, apply at fafsa.gov.
 Compare financial aid award notifications. The colleges you listed on your FAFSA will send you notifications detailing the
financial aid they’re offering. Compare the notifications to determine which school provides the best package.
 Watch your grades. If you slack off and get poor grades, your college admission could be revoked.
 Apply for scholarships. Check http://siouxcountyschools.org for local scholarships. See ScholarshipQuest at EducationQuest.org
to find Nebraska-based scholarships and a list of national scholarship sites.
 Make your final college selection. Notify the other colleges so they can take you off their mailing list.
 Be aware of deadlines to accept financial aid and college admission offers, submit your housing deposit, and register for
new-student orientation.
Juniors…why you should narrow your college choices no
Narrow your college choices soon to prepare for these upcoming activities:
o ACT college entrance exam. When you take the exam this spring, you'll be asked to provide a list of colleges that should receive
your score.
o Completion of the FAFSA early next fall. You and your parents can complete the FAFSA beginning October 1 of your senior year.
The colleges you list on the form will receive the results.
o Apply2College Campaign. Early next fall, it will be time to apply to your top college choices. Sioux County High School will
participate in the Apply2College campaign during which seniors get help during the school day with college applications.
Campus visits will help you narrow your choices
Your spring break is a perfect time to visit schools that interest you. Schedule your visits at least two weeks in advance and be
prepared with questions to ask. Find more tips in the “Selecting a College” section at EducationQuest.org.
Check out these college-search resources at EducationQuest.org
“About Nebraska College” provides cost and contact information for Nebraska colleges.
College Profile has information about colleges in Nebraska and across the country.
Go on a scavenger hunt and you might win $500 for college
Apply by March 31 for EducationQuest’s $500 Scavenger Hunt Scholarship. Here’s how it works:
1. If you haven’t already, complete a profile in ScholarshipQuest at EducationQuest.org. ScholarshipQuest is a scholarship
search tool with over 2,000 Nebraska-based awards.
2. If you’re a Nebraska resident in grades 9-12, you’ll see the EducationQuest Scavenger Hunt Scholarship as one of the
scholarships you’re eligible to apply for.
3. “Scavenge” around the EducationQuest website to find answers to questions in a survey.
*EducationQuest will draw a winner from those who answer all questions correctly. The winner will receive $500 to invest in a NEST 529
College Savings Plan account.
RYLA- Rotary Youth Leadership Award
The RYLA camp will be April 6-8, 2018. This is an intensive 3-day training
program for Sophomores and Juniors that helps participants think critically about important issues and share ideas with talented
peers, learn how to coordinate and lead community service projects, discuss the importance of good governance and civil society to
the world, and finally, learn to think globally and explore issues that transcend national and cultural boundaries. Contact Mrs. Edmund
for an application.

The Nebraska American Legion Junior Law Cadet Program provides an opportunity for juniors to learn about the role of
law enforcement officers in the preservation of law and order and in providing the service, security, and protection required
for the public welfare. Please contact the school for more information.
March “To Do” List
Seniors
___ If you haven’t already, complete your FAFSA!
___ Expect financial aid award notifications.
___ Continue applying for scholarships.

Juniors
___ Register by March 9 for the April 14 ACT.
___ Register by April 6 for the May 5 SAT.
___ Schedule campus visit

